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The "Why"

Firearm injury was leading cause of death for American youth in 
2023; similar death rates in rural and urban communities

More than 1/3 of American youth live in a home with a firearm

Firearm injury is preceded by identifiable, modifiable risk factors 

Bystander interventions work to change intention & risk behavior



Evidence for approaches that are acceptable to– 
let alone designed with– the firearm-owning 
community remains limited.



Our Collaborators: 

4H Shooting Sports Clubs









A cluster randomized trial of a 
bystander intervention firearm injury 
prevention curriculum for youth 
ages 12-18 in 4-H Shooting Sports 
Clubs nationwide

The Study



Curriculum was designed in collaboration with 4-H 
leadership, instructors, youth, and parents.



Three, one-hour, interactive sessions, co-taught by 
study staff and 4-H Shooting Sports instructors.





Began 
June 2022

Finished Sept 
2024



50 sites in 28 states



Youth Parents



Results

Qualitative and quantitative data support acceptability 
amongst both youth and club leaders in 4H Shooting 
Sports Clubs. 

Qualitative data support increased knowledge, 
engagement, and self-efficacy from participating in the 
Guardians 4 Health intervention



Less Trust

More Trust

1Lucero, Julie Ermalinda. "Trust as an Ethical Construct in Community Based Participatory Research Partnerships.." (2013). 
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cj_etds/43 

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cj_etds/43


“No, that’s what I liked about [how the data 
were presented], that it was very general, 
and it wasn’t leaning one way or another, 
which unfortunately when you’re watching 
any kind of news or a program, it is very 
slanted to their views. This was not that 
way, and I think the kids respond better 
because of that." 

59-year-old female

“I thought [having a subject matter expert 
teach G4H] was cool in how it’s a new face 
and someone you can—like they have more 
stories than the people you’ve actually been 
around. Someone that actually works on 
[laughter] on the subjects.”

12-year-old male

Trust is at the place where mistakes and other issues resulting from 
differences can be talked about and resolved.

“The only one that I could think that 
could have a little bit of bias was the —
female victims that are put in place in a 
situation; because it didn't show the 
male side of it. Because there are—I 
know that, um, domestic violence cases 
usually happen with a female partner, 
but there's also some that 
could happen with a male partner."

14-year-old female



Increased knowledge, engagement, and self-efficacy



Feasibility & Acceptability
Informative (1-5) Interesting (1-5)

S1 S2 S3 S1 S2 S3

Mean (SD) 4.6 (0.7) 4.5 (0.7) 4.3 (0.9) 4.1 (0.8) 4.2 (0.8) 4.1 (0.9)

Youth

Received (1-5) Delivered (1-5) Recommend

S 1 S 2 S 3 S 1 S 2 S 3 S 3

Mean (SD) 4.5 (0.5) 4.6 (0.6) 4.3 (1.0) 4.4 (0.7) 4.4 (0.8) 4.3 (1.0) 5.0 (1.6)

Instructors 



Final outcomes are currently under review, 
but (rumor has it) 
knowledge increased substantively for 6+ 
months, 
and bystander intervention intention 
increased for a short period of time.
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Next stop... 
OREGON!







THANK YOU!


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33

