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Firearm Mortality Trends



National and Michigan Firearm Death Rates Over Time
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Age-Adjusted Rates! for Firearm-related Mortality? by County of Residence, 2010-2023
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Statewide age-adjusted rate:
12.6 deaths per 100,000

Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
LAll rates are defined as the number of deaths per 100,000 population.
2 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24,Y35.0, U01.4).



A Public Health Approach



Mortality Rates for Leading Causes of Death?, Age 1-19 Years, Michigan Residents, 2000-
2023
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Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
LFirearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).



A public health approach to preventing

motor vehicle fatalities

Michigan Fatality Rate Per 10,000 Registered Vehicles (1940-2022)

1968 federal law required all Mass media and informational campaigns, policy enforcement, safer vehicles
new cars to have seat belts

1970s air bags become mainstream
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Historical Perspective: Fatality Rate - Michigan Traffic Crash Facts



https://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/history/fatality
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2024 Michigan Firearm Safety Legislation

Extreme Risk Protection Orders

e A civil court order that temporarily prohibits individuals who pose a danger to themselves or others from purchasing
and possessing firearms.

Universal background checks

e Previous state law only required background checks for pistol sales and effectively didn’t mandate such background
checks or registration for other types of firearms, such as rifles.

Secure storage

e Firearm owners are required to store unattended weapons unloaded and locked, either with a locking device like a
trigger lock or in a gun safe or case if the gun owner responsibly knows the firearm could become accessible to a
minor

Domestic Violence Firearm Possession Ban

e Michigan updated its criminal code to prevent anyone convicted of misdemeanor or felony domestic violence from
obtaining a firearm.
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Members of the Task Force

Community members with experience in:

Chair: Chief medical executive

Representatives from:

e Office of Community Violence Intervention

e Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control
e Health Services Administration

e Division of Victim Services

e Research studying gun violence

e Clinical work, specializing in suicide
prevention

e Local school administrator
e Community-level violence intervention

e Michigan State Police Services

* Michigan State Police’s Office of School Safety * Domestic violence and abuse

e Department of Education e Tribal government

e Department of Lifelong Learning, Education, e Community or faith-based organization

Advancement, and Potential
e Department of Civil Rights
e Department of Military and Veterans Affair

e Victims of gun violence
e Prosecutor
e Local law enforcement



Administrative, Project Management &

Research Support
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Representation in Subcommittees & Partners

More than 100 people are members of a subcommittee, with representation from:

* Governmental offices.

* State and local health departments.
* Advocacy organizations.

* Community-based service providers.
* People with lived experiences.

* Lawyers and legal professionals.

* Law enforcement.

* Medical professionals.

Students.

Gun rights groups.
Firearm owner coalitions.
Firearm safety instructors.
Superintendents and school personnel.

Faith-based communities and
organizations.

Organizations working with Native
American, African American and
LGBTQ+ populations.



Initial Report

Executive Summary
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Overarching Recommendations
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the Task Force
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The Final Report
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Implementation of Existing Legislation on

Secure Storage

Recommendation:
1 %  Promote a statewide media campaign focused on educating the public on secure firearm storage.

- ss Encourage grant-making for community outreach in secure storage campaigns, focusing on

organizations that might reach communiti=s in ways health care settings, law enforcement
agencies or other similar institutions cannot.

Current Landscape in Michigan

There are multiple programs currently working to educate the generzl public on secure firearm storage in
Michizan. Some examples of thiz include; 2 statewide P5A released by MOHHS highlighting the new securs
storage law that went into effect in 2025; a free online securs storage toolkit developed by the U-M Institute for
Firearm Injury Prevention that provides guidance for health care professionals, schools and families on how to
implement secure storage practices in their communities; and fliers developed and dizseminated by MOHHS, in
partmership with the Michigan Department of Education, to caregivers of school-aged children about the securs
storage law. Im addition, professional 2nd community-based organizations have been educating their
communities on the new law and secure storage practices. MDOHHS released a grant funding opportunity in fall
2025 to support community-based inmitiatives that promote responsible firearm ownership, public education and
the distribution of firearm safiety kits. Up to 51.8 million in totzl funding iz avzilable, with awards ranging from
5100000 to 5360,000. Additional funds are needed to continue this work. Though these programs and
initiatives are positive steps in addressing the issue of firearm-related injury and death, additionsal statewide
miedia campaigns and education sbout secure storzge (and the associated law) are nesded.

Best Practice

Continued efforts should be made to promote public awareness of the secure storage law and s=curs
firearm storage methods. The media campsaign should feature multiple formats, with a foous on social
media and short-form imternet videos. The media campaign should also include input from local and
statewide credible messengers.

Recommended approach:

Awareness Campaign Administrative @

1. Develop and launch statewide public service campaigns.
o 1.1 launch a comprehensive campaign designed to raise awsrensss sbout the secure firearm storage
law and its potential to protect children from harm due to unintended access to firearms.

DD

2. bupport a statewide one-stop shop for secure storage information.
o 2.1 Develop and announce a website'web-based platform that houses all secure firearm storage-related
infarmation for Michigan incleding campaign materisls and additional information an the requirements
and consequences of the law.

Administrative Funding

3. Fund grants to support community-based initiatives around secure storage cCampaigns.
o 3.1 Solicit proposals and award funds to credible messengers to disseminate messaging on secure storage
and other firearm safety initiatives.
o 3.2 Monitor and evaluate use of funds to ensure accountability and aliznment with program goals.

Challenges & Solutions

To have the greatest effect, messazing and educstional efforts should be tailored to specific stakehalders
where possible. ldentifying credible messengers to disseminate information will be necessary to have the
highest impact possible.

Lead agency to implement recommendations:

+ MDHHS

Goal implementation date:

* FY25.



Addressing Firearm-Related Community

Violence

Recommended approach:

Recommendation: mm

Build a coordimated, community-driven collaboration [holistic ecosystem ) to support commumni
1 b3 " ¥ [ ¥s :I PR Ty 1. Support CVI organizations and local communities through training and technical assistance.

violence intervention [CVI) leaders and prevention partners across the state. © 1.1 Continue 20 increase 3ccess to current SUPPOrE, training and resources available
¢ Collaborate with community members to co-create data-informed communications and 1.2 Provide additional training and technical assistance on programmatic and administrative

practical tools. topics determined through community engagement

o 5Share best practices and develop robust training and technical assistance on public health w

approaches to community violence. ) o A
i : : 2. Expand current efforts to improve accessibility to services that address needs.
Increase accessible services and programs that address root causes of and risk factors for y
3 ¢ 2.1 Connect with community advisory groups to understand the unmet service needs of
community violence (e_g., employment, mental health, housing, hospital systems). their cients and community members
o 2.2 Connect with governmental and non-governmental agencies to understand the current
capacity and availability of services

2.3 Develop and implement a system to better connact community members to needed

Current Landscape in Michigan services and reduce barriers to access

MDHHS's Office of Community Violence Intervention Services [OCVI) brings together leaders in the field of N
o . . ) . _ Challenges & Solutions
community violence intervention as well as government and academic stakeholders to provide strategic

direction to the office and support CV| leaders and prevention partners across the state. Additionally, OCVI is There is 3 need to promote partnerships between government entities and nonprofit organizations to

developing guides for building halistic ecosystems in Lansing, S3aginaw and Benton Harbor and is revising an ;e":'ze resources and ’““:2'95 tape. This “: be c'u”e::‘r;:ue to :d"NUC:UC processes, 5"06:

. . . : . unding sources, inconsistent data collection and sharing of methods and limited communication an

analysis for Detroit. These guides will be released in March 2026, oy dition. By Rcciing oo i 1ot Bt e o S R st o Veash
chalienges may be addressed. These could include joint funding applications and shared staffing, offering

- inter-agency training programs to bolster collaborative skills and strategic planning and developing and
BESt PraCtIEE utilizing encrypted platforms that enable organizations to share data while maintaining confidentiality
Building a robust ecosystem and sharing best practices is crucial for a coordinated, effective and
Bullding trust betwaen communities and organizations while navigating cultural nuances and diverse

sustainable approach to violence prevention. A statewide ecosystem helps align goals and strategies,
perspectives, providing adequate resources for engagemaent and developing adequate evaluation

preventing duplicated efforts and promoting effective resource-sharing and use.
methods may be a challenge. Conducting collaborative needs assessments, developing culturally

appropriate, community-led strategies and ensuring sufficient funding, staff and time to support

Actively involving communities in each phase of community violence interventions is essential for meaningful efforts may serve as solutions

ensuring these initiatives are culturally appropriate, address local needs and are sustainable. Mast

importantly, by involving communities in every phase of CVl, we ensure that the voices of individuals most
affected by violence are heard and valued. Lead agency to |mP|ement recommendations:

* MDHHS

By addressing the root causes of violence and leveraging community partnerships, Michigan can progress
toward its goal of reducing gun violence and fostering safer neighborhoods. Goal implementation date:

. FY27



Addressing Firearm-Related Intimate Partner

lolence

Recommended approach:

1. Create legislative and policy foundation.
o 1.1 Create statewide protocols for order service and enforcement.
Recommendation: © 1.2 Develop standardized forms and documentation requirements.

Incentivize law enforcement to be responsible for PPO and ERPO service at no cost and improve S - -
1 $ Administrative Policy
enforcement of the orders.

2. Develop comprehensive training programs for law enforcement personnel.
o 2.1 Develop protocol for legal requirements and procedures for PPOs and ERPOs, trauma-informed
. o L.s approaches to victim interaction, de-escalation techniques and safety protocols and cultural humility
Current Landscape " MICh|gan and language barrier training.
© 2.2 Create incentive programs to allow for law enforcement to take on more direct roles for enforcing

Currently, barriers exist to timely serving and filing for ERPOs and PPOs, most of which include service costs and
administrative barriers. Particular barriers exist in low-resourced communities with a high volume of cases and and serving PPOs and ERPOs.
protection orders. There is also confusion about circumstances that indicate ERPOs or PPOs, with a failure to

realize these are two separate tools. This can lead to risks for domestic violence survivors who may seek only an

ERPO without realizing the additional protective factors that are available through PPOs.

Challenges & Solutions

Challenges include covering service fees that create barriers for low-income petitioners, inconsistent service
. practices across jurisdictions, limited training on protection order enforcement, inadequate tracking of
Best Practice ‘ : PRl R ]
service completion and violations, resource constraints in rural and under-staffed departments and variable
By establishing clear standards for how law enforcement responds to, investigates and acts upon protection enforcement quality and timeliness. Solutions may include engaging law enforcement leaders early in the

order violations, communities can create a more reliable safety net for survivors who are at risk of harm or - .
i planning process to address inconsistent service practices across the state and to create regional or
injury by a perpetrator. Additionally, improved accountability can help rebuild trust between survivors,

community members and law enforcement, encouraging more individuals to seek legal protection and
support.

jurisdictional service teams to support agencies and build capacity.

Lead agency to implement recommendations:

e MSP.

Goal implementation date:

* FY27.



Activities This Year

Dissemination & Begin implementing
outreach. recommendations.

() () ()

Explore opportunities for
collaboration & funding
sources.



11.

12.
13.
14,

“Lowest Hanging Fruit”

Public health campaign to improve public knowledge of ERPOs & secure storage.

Improve access to out-of-home secure (onsite) firearm storage options.

Develop a mechanism for law enforcement agencies to be notified when an ERPO or PPO is entered by civilians.

Clarify the process of temporary firearm transfers so that those engaged in these transfers are not in violation of the law.
Support continued access to free firearm locking devices by disbursing and pairing with evidence-based behavioral change.
Provide training on secure storage and suicide prevention initiatives for community organizations.

Develop model policies for clinicians and mental health professionals on implementation of ERPOs.

Standardize statewide processes and protocols around ERPOs and require all law enforcement agencies to have an ERPO
protocol.

Build a coordinated, community-driven collaboration to support CVI leaders and prevention partners across the state.

. Improve state data reporting systems for inputting restraining orders in background check systems.

Develop training requirements and maintain a community of practice for school safety liaisons and other school
administrators.

Create and strengthen firearm-related IPV resources and programs specific to tribal and Urban Indian communities.
Create clear guidelines and tools for firearm relinquishment for law enforcement and judicial personnel.

Adapt universal home safety screening questionnaires for clinicians and organizations to use.



Policy Forum

Objectives:
e Develop an operationalized roadmap for
next steps for implementation.

e Create collaborative opportunities for the
diverse sectors that need to be
integrated into the implementation plan.

e Review potential barriers and solutions
for implementation.

e Understand current and future
limitations and opportunities.

e Understand both the legislative,
regulatory and funding landscape for the
Implementation pathway.



un Lock Distribution Map

Gun Lock Distribution Map

Sites distributing once locks
are received and until
supply runs out
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IW"DHHS Gun Lock Distribution ® o

Locations for Pick Up

Scroll to

Zip Code ,,:::,":’,:,';p Street Address City Zip Code Distrbution® |Web | Phone
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Alger County DHHS 413 Maple St Munising 49852 Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
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° Barry-Eaton District Health Department | 330 W Woodlawn Ave Hastings 49058 Mon-Fri 8am- D 269-945-¢
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b @ 0 N °® Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Community | 570 Marshall Rd Coldwater 49036 Mon-FnBam-d4pm L 517.279-¢
9. 0000® @ | HealthAgency - Coldwater
‘.oo a Q) Branch-Hillsdale-5t. Joseph Community | 20 Care Dr Hillsdale 4524 Mon-Fri 8am-dpm = 517-437-7
i Health Agency - Hillsdale
) ’-)%.") @ J Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Community | 1555 E. Chicago Rd - Suite C Sturgis 46091 Wed-Thu 8am- 517-278-¢
: w % 0‘} o Q Health Agency - Sturgis 4pm
W Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Community | 1110 Hill St Three Rivers 49093 Mon-Fri 8am-4pm = 269-273-
Health Agency - Three Rivers
Bronson Methodist Hospital 601 John St Kalamazoo 49004  Call 269-341-8885 <  269-341-¢
: © 2026 TamSam, © 2076 WGHON Compornton to schedule a
© Hoipital @ LMD @MOHNS Locsl Office @MS2 R @OTH pickup
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Temporary, Voluntary Out-of Home Storage

There are many reasons firearm owners may choose to temporarily store firearms away
from their home:

° vacation
* renting their home
* family members coming to stay
* traveling for work
* divorce or domestic disputes
°* have aloved one in crisis
° create the necessary time and space between an individual In crisis
and a firearm can be lifesaving (Lethal Means Restrictions)



What are the current opportunities for

temporary out-of-home storage in Michigan

o Option 1: Give firearm to trusted person to hold temporarily (who may or may not
be legally allowed to hold it)

o Option 2: Take it to the police to hold

o Option 3: Store at an FFL, gun range, armory, gunsmith etc., where the firearm
owner holds the key and maintains access to the firearm

The Task Force is currently working with firearm businesses across the state to
determine which business offer this service, and creating an accessible statewide
map for firearm owners to access.



ERPO Implementation

REQUEST TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
M F L I P INFOFOR.. +  ERPO  SECURESTORAGE  TRAINING & RESOURCES  ABOUTUS
INSTITUTE FOR FIREARM

MICHIGAN FIREARM LAW SEARCH Q INJURY PREVENTION
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Providing:
Supporting our communities. Navigating Wl =121 i ° Informat.|0n on ERPO and
firearm safety laws. S ;o ~ secure firearm storage

The Michigan Firearm Law Implementation Program (M-FLIP) provides free

resources, training. and technical assistance to help Michiganders {4~ " - - \ ‘ [ Se Cto r_S pe C ifi C i n fo rm ati O n

understand our state’s fircarm safety laws and how they work

o1 1 i e Training and technical
o LR G ' assistance

. . ’ wi .
Michigan’s Firearm Extreme Risk Protection Orders Secure Firearm Storage
a . Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs). also Secure firearm storage involves storing firearms

INCIES CHRLRTETRIT L BT BT PSS ERTYA REQUEST TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE




Key Takeaways



Key Takeaways from Leading the Task Force

« Collaboration & coordination at all levels is essential to success
« There is common ground — all voices & experiences are needed
* Leveraging existing funds & programs can increase impact

« Partnerships between state governments and academic institutions provide needed support,
expertise, capacity and sustainability for the work

* Need for research & evaluation on effectiveness of programs & policies (showing ROI)

 Essential that work doesn’t end after the release of recommendations — need to ensure that
implementation plans are operationalizable

« Philanthropy can play a critical role in the success of this work - can guide state policy and
appropriations

* Important to prioritize long term sustainability and success of the Task Force work given
potentially changing political or funding priorities



Thank You!

Task Force Website
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