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Firearm Mortality Trends



Source: CDC WONDER, *2025 data is provisional, missing data suppressed



Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
1 All rates are defined as the number of deaths per 100,000 population. 
2 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).

Age-Adjusted Rates1 for Firearm-related Mortality2 by County of Residence, 2010-2023



A Public Health Approach



Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
1 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).

Mortality Rates for Leading Causes of Death1, Age 1-19 Years, Michigan Residents, 2000-
2023 



Historical Perspective: Fatality Rate - Michigan Traffic Crash Facts

1968 federal law required all 

new cars to have seat belts

1970s air bags become mainstream 
and child car seats introduced

1985 seat belt mandate went into 

effect in MI

1982 mandate for child seats went 

into effect in MI 

1960 MI’s first drunk driving law

2003 blood alcohol threshold 

lowered to 0.08

Mass media and informational campaigns, policy enforcement, safer vehicles 

1956 First statewide speed 

limit in MI (70mph)

1983 car companies push for seat 

belt laws

A public health approach to preventing 
motor vehicle fatalities

https://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/history/fatality
https://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/history/fatality
https://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/history/fatality


Gun Violence Prevention Task Force



Extreme Risk Protection Orders

• A civil court order that temporarily prohibits individuals who pose a danger to themselves or others from purchasing 
and possessing firearms.

Universal background checks

• Previous state law only required background checks for pistol sales and effectively didn’t mandate such background 
checks or registration for other types of firearms, such as rifles.

Secure storage

• Firearm owners are required to store unattended weapons unloaded and locked, either with a locking device like a 
trigger lock or in a gun safe or case if the gun owner responsibly knows the firearm could become accessible to a 
minor

Domestic Violence Firearm Possession Ban

• Michigan updated its criminal code to prevent anyone convicted of misdemeanor or felony domestic violence from 
obtaining a firearm. 

2024 Michigan Firearm Safety Legislation



Executive Order No. 2024-4



Members of the Task Force

Chair: Chief medical executive

Representatives from: 

• Office of Community Violence Intervention

• Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control

• Health Services Administration
• Division of Victim Services

• Michigan State Police
• Michigan State Police’s Office of School Safety

• Department of Education

• Department of Lifelong Learning, Education, 
Advancement, and Potential

• Department of Civil Rights

• Department of Military and Veterans Affair

Community members with experience in:

• Research studying gun violence

• Clinical work, specializing in suicide 
prevention

• Local school administrator

• Community-level violence intervention 
services

• Domestic violence and abuse

• Tribal government

• Community or faith-based organization

• Victims of gun violence

• Prosecutor

• Local law enforcement



Administrative, Project Management & 
Research Support



Task Force Subcommittees

New Policies & Programs

Suicide
Community 

Violence
School 
Safety

Intimate 
Partner 
Violence

Clinical 
Coalition

Implementation of 
Existing Legislation

Extreme 
Risk 

Protection 
Orders

Background 
Checks

Secure 
Storage



• Governmental offices. 

• State and local health departments. 

• Advocacy organizations. 

• Community-based service providers. 

• People with lived experiences. 

• Lawyers and legal professionals. 

• Law enforcement. 

• Medical professionals.

More than 100 people are members of a subcommittee, with representation from:

• Students.

• Gun rights groups. 

• Firearm owner coalitions. 

• Firearm safety instructors. 

• Superintendents and school personnel. 

• Faith-based communities and 
organizations. 

• Organizations working with Native 
American, African American and 
LGBTQ+ populations.

Representation in Subcommittees & Partners



Initial Report



Create a 
workgroup to 
implement the 
recommendations 
of the Task Force.

Statewide 
education and 
communication 
campaigns.

Improve data 
infrastructure, 
collection and access.

Develop funding 
mechanisms for the 
implementation of 
the Task Force 
recommendations.

Expand the Office of 
Community Violence 
Intervention.

Overarching Recommendations



The Final Report



Implementation of Existing Legislation on 
Secure Storage



Addressing Firearm-Related Community 
Violence



Addressing Firearm-Related Intimate Partner 
Violence



Activities This Year

Dissemination & 
outreach.

Explore opportunities for 
collaboration & funding 

sources.

Begin implementing 
recommendations.



“Lowest Hanging Fruit”

1. Public health campaign to improve public knowledge of ERPOs & secure storage. 

2. Improve access to out-of-home secure (onsite) firearm storage options. 

3. Develop a mechanism for law enforcement agencies to be notified when an ERPO or PPO is entered by civilians.

4. Clarify the process of temporary firearm transfers so that those engaged in these transfers are not in violation of the law.

5. Support continued access to  free firearm locking devices by disbursing and pairing with evidence-based behavioral change.

6. Provide training on secure storage and suicide prevention initiatives for community organizations. 

7. Develop model policies for clinicians and mental health professionals on implementation of ERPOs.

8. Standardize statewide processes and protocols around ERPOs and require all law enforcement agencies to have an ERPO 
protocol.

9. Build a coordinated, community-driven collaboration to support CVI leaders and prevention partners across the state.

10. Improve state data reporting systems for inputting restraining orders in background check systems.

11. Develop training requirements and maintain a community of practice for school safety liaisons and other school 
administrators.

12. Create and strengthen firearm-related IPV resources and programs specific to tribal and Urban Indian communities.

13. Create clear guidelines and tools for firearm relinquishment for law enforcement and judicial personnel.

14. Adapt universal home safety screening questionnaires for clinicians and organizations to use. 



Policy Forum

Objectives:
● Develop an operationalized roadmap for 

next steps for implementation.

● Create collaborative opportunities for the 
diverse sectors that need to be 

integrated into the implementation plan.

● Review potential barriers and solutions 

for implementation.

● Understand current and future 
limitations and opportunities.

● Understand both the legislative, 

regulatory and funding landscape for the 
implementation pathway.



Gun Lock Distribution Map

Scroll to 
the bottom 

of the 

page here:



There are many reasons firearm owners may choose to temporarily store firearms away 

from their home:

• vacation

• renting their home

• family members coming to stay

• traveling for work

• divorce or domestic disputes

• have a loved one in crisis

• create the necessary time and space between an individual in crisis 

and a firearm can be lifesaving (Lethal Means Restrictions)

Temporary, Voluntary Out-of Home Storage



○ Option 1: Give firearm to trusted person to hold temporarily (who may or may not 

be legally allowed to hold it)

○ Option 2: Take it to the police to hold

○ Option 3: Store at an FFL, gun range, armory, gunsmith etc., where the firearm 

owner holds the key and maintains access to the firearm

The Task Force is currently working with firearm businesses across the state to 

determine which business offer this service, and creating an accessible statewide 

map for firearm owners to access.

What are the current opportunities for 
temporary out-of-home storage in Michigan?



ERPO Implementation

Providing:
● Information on ERPO and 

secure firearm storage

● Sector-specific information
● Training and technical 

assistance



Key Takeaways



• Collaboration & coordination at all levels is essential to success

• There is common ground – all voices & experiences are needed

• Leveraging existing funds & programs can increase impact

• Partnerships between state governments and academic institutions provide needed support, 
expertise, capacity and sustainability for the work

• Need for research & evaluation on effectiveness of programs & policies (showing ROI)

• Essential that work doesn’t end after the release of recommendations – need to ensure that 
implementation plans are operationalizable

• Philanthropy can play a critical role in the success of this work - can guide state policy and 
appropriations

• Important to prioritize long term sustainability and success of the Task Force work given 
potentially changing political or funding priorities

Key Takeaways from Leading the Task Force 



Thank You!

Task Force Website
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