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WHAT ARE EXTREME RISK LAWS?

Extreme risk laws, also called Extreme Risk Protection
Orders(ERPOs) or red flag laws, have become a vital tool in efforts
to proactively interveneto prevent gunviolence.

e Asof June2023,21 states+ DC have enactedthese laws.

e Thereisalsoagrowing body of researchdemonstratingthat
ERPO laws are an effective tool to preventgun violence,
particularly suicide, whenimplemented effectively.
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__________________________________________________
HOW DID WE DEVELOP BEST PRACTICGES FOR ERPO IMPLEMENTATION?

As a result of strong ERPO implementation efforts in some
jurisdictions, thereis now more information and guidance
availablethat can provide a blueprintfor state and local leadersto
adapt for their own communities

e Everytownandthe Center partneredto gatherand publish
the best available ERPO practices.

e We co-hosted a conveningin December 2022 bringing
together expertsincludingresearchers,advocates, law
enforcement, clinicians, and other organizations, which
informed our recommendations.
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_____________________________________________________
FOCUS ON EQUITY

We acknowledgethe challengesthat arise as a result of ERPOs'reliance on law
enforcement, even asa civil legal remedy, thatare a product of racismin the U.S. criminal

legal system and that make ERPO uptake less common within some communitiesmost
impacted by violence.

e Implementation efforts should include anintentional focus on ensuring equitable
use of extreme risk laws and strive to make this tool available and accessibleto all
communities.

e Representativesfrom historically marginalized communities, particularly
communities of color, that are disproportionately impacted by gun violence should
be includedin ERPO implementation efforts to ensure that their perspectivesare
included in developingimplementation plans.
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MODEL APPROACHES
T0 ERPO
IMPLEMENTATION



__________________________________________________
PROMISING PRACTICES: BROKEN DOWN BY 6 KEY AREAS

e Stateand Local ERPO e Serviceof Orderand
Infrastructure Firearm Dispossession
e Pre-Petition Inquiry e Special Considerations for
Non-Law Enforcement
e Petition Process Petitioners

e EnsuringTransparency
and Accountability

El\! JC}HNS HOPK]NS | centerfor

N d )
EVERYTOWN s BLOOMBERG SCHOOI | Gun Violence Solutions
of PUBLIC HEALTH




_____________________________________________________
STATE ERPO INFRASTRUCTURE

e Designate astate ERPO coordinator e Implementastatewide ERPO training
curriculum
e C(Createastatewide ERPO taskforce
e Increaseawareness of ERPO laws through
e Implementstatewide data collection targeted education and outreach efforts
protocols
e Consider optionsfor a state law
enforcementagencyto file ERPO petitions
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_____________________________________________________
LOCAL ERPO INFRASTRUCTURE

e Designate ERPOleadsinlaw e Designatealocal advocate to guide
enforcement agenciesand respondents and civiliansinvolvedin the
prosecutor/county attorneys' offices ERPO process

e Designate dedicated ERPO judges e Implementalocal ERPO trainingcurriculum

e C(reatealocal ERPOworking group or e Implement protocolstoimmediateshare
coordinator to facilitate cooperation ERPO information with background check
among key partners and connection to databasesto preventfirearm purchases
services
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_____________________________________________________
PRE-PETITION INQUIRY

e Developaprocess for assessing ERPOs e Collaborate with service providersto help
alongside other potential crisis connectrespondentsto appropriate
interventiontools resources

e ConsiderwhetheranERPOis an e (Considerationswhen a personin crisis
appropriate remedyin criminal cases, possessesa gun unlawfully
eitherin additionto or as an alternative
to criminalcharges e C(Createsupportsfor non-law enforcement

petitionersin the pre-petition process
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_____________________________________________________
PETITION PROCESS

e C(Createclearandaccessible courtforms to facilitate the filing of ERPO petitions

e Createa24/7 processfor courtsto considertemporary ERPO petitions
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_____________________________________________________
SERVICE OF ORDER AND FIREARM DISPOSSESSION

e Implementa protocol for service of e Develop protocols for noncompliance with
ERPOs and firearm dispossession that ERPOs
relies on specially trained officers
e Implementstandardcompliance measures

e Prepareanindividualized comprehensive to ensurethatfirearmsare promptly
safety plan prior to service that engages surrendered
a respondent’sfamilyand broader
supportsystem
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__________________________________________________
SERVICGE OF ORDER AND FIREARM DISPOSSESSION- CONTINUED

e Develop protocolsfor when a e Develop clear protocols for return of
respondenthasaccessto gunsowned by firearms after an ERPO expires, consistent
other individuals with state law

e Identify multiple options for storage of
dispossessed firearms, including storage
with a law enforcementagency or gun
dealer
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__________________________________________________
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR NON-LAW ENFORCEMENT PETITIONERS

e Offer customized trainingand outreachfor non-law enforcement professionals
e Designate ERPO advocatesto help civilian petitioners through the process

e Develop protocols between the courts and local law enforcement agencies to
facilitate service of civilian-filed ERPO petitions
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_____________________________________________________
ENSURING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

e Developguidelinesfor ERPO data collection and sharingto enable oversightand
research

e C(Createaprocess for regularreview of the local ERPO program that involves all key
partners

e Publishanannual statewide ERPO report
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IMPLICATIONS FOR
THE FIELD

—— BN JOHNS HOPKINS | Center for +
EVERYTOWN WS T b DOMBERG SCHOOL Gun Viclence Solutions
FOR GUN SAFETY | SUFPORT FUND l?'f" PFUBLIC HEALTH



QUESTIONS?

Contact us

rbengali@everytown.org

Igeller@jhu.edu
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